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EDMUS Foundation, 11th Call for research proposals 
Deadline March 31, 2026
The EDMUS Foundation, in partnership with the France Sclérose en Plaques Foundation, launches its annual call for research proposals. 
It aims at fostering research with relevance to multiple sclerosis and related disorders, provided the projects are using data collected or to be collected by OFSEP, the French MS registry (Observatoire Français de la Sclérose en Plaques).
The objective of OFSEP, the French MS registry, is to provide a major epidemiological tool on MS for the scientific community in France and abroad. This tool must help to answer a large number of questions concerning of MS.
The so-called OFSEP Cohort consists of pseudonymized clinical, biological and imaging data at the national level (hereinafter referred to as the "OFSEP Database"), which currently represents more than 80,000 people with MS, i.e. more than half of all patients in France.
From a scientific point of view, OFSEP's mission is to regularly describe the MS population included in the OFSEP Database in order to provide quantified, objective and updated information on MS, as well as to conduct specific research projects on OFSEP Database. 

As a consequence, the OFSEP database gives the possibility to:
· identify patient groups with specific characteristics and thus assess the feasibility of research projects.
· extract data and conduct, internally, for OFSEP or on behalf of external project leaders, statistical analyses in order to answer research related questions. 
· extract data to make it available to research teams in specific cases. 

Vukusic S et Al. Observatoire Français de la Sclérose en Plaques (OFSEP): A unique multimodal nationwide MS registry in France. MultScler. 2020;26(1):118–22
Data collected include clinical data, MRI, biological samples and French National Insurance database (SNDS). 
Clinical data include the description of the patients, MS course and disease-modifying treatments (socio-demographic characteristics, neurological episodes, disability, treatment, serious adverse events, etc.). Data from more than 80,000 patients are available.
MRIs prescribed as part of care are carried out according to standardized acquisition protocols, defined by the OFSEP imaging group. MRI from more than 9,000 patients are available, corresponding to 48,000 scans.
Biological samples includes blood (serum, EDTA plasma, DNA, PBMC (Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cells)), urine, cerebrospinal fluid, saliva and stools. Data about these samples are entered into a single centralized TK® database (biological sample management software), constituting a virtual BRC. Biological samples from more than 6,000 patients are available.
Brocard G, Casey R, Dufay N, Marignier R, Michel L, Hisbergues M, et al. The biological sample collection of the OFSEP French MS registry: An essential tool dedicated to researchers. Multiple Sclerosis and Related Disorders. 2023 Sep 1;77:104872.
French National Insurance database (SNDS) contains data of: 1/ reimbursements made by all health insurance plans (consulting, drug dispensing, medical procedures, biological exams, issuance of technical aids, long-term disease); 2/ hospital medical activity (hospitalizations, diagnoses, medical procedures, external consultations); and 3/ death causes. It allows to access non-specific MS data including comorbidities, co-prescriptions, and recourse to care… OFSEP data of more than 40,000 patients are merged to SNDS data. The SNDS extract covered currently the 2009-2019 period.
Prospective projects can include one or several types of data (clinical/ MRI/biological samples) to be collected within the OFSEP network. 
Regulations about research grants:
· A principal investigator (PI) can only submit one project per year to this call. 
· A principal investigator (PI) can not submit his project to both this call for proposals and the France Sclérose en Plaques call for proposals. 
· The EDMUS Foundation can fund projects submitted by a PI outside France provided the collaboration with at least one French team with a major role in the project. 
· The maximum requested budget per project is 100,000.00 €; there is no minimal limit. 
· Scientific excellence is the sole criterion on the basis of which grants are awarded.
· Funding will be granted for one or two years, renewable after resubmission. 
· Funding is for laboratory expenses, equipment, access to a technology platform, salaries, and acquisition of new data to enrich the database. In case of required biological samples or SNDS data access, please contact OFSEP coordination team at contact@ofsep.org for budget evaluation.
NB1: The data management, required before provision of the data, is free of charge only for the members of the OFSEP network (depending on workload). Data management related costs must be incorporated in the budget for the non-OFSEP member project leaders. Please contact OFSEP coordination team for more information and budget evaluation.
NB2: Statistical analyses and project management can be done by the OFSEP coordination team upon request. Related costs have to be incorporated in the budget.  Please contact OFSEP coordination team for more information and budget evaluation.
Evaluation of the proposals
· Proposals will be evaluated in parallel by the OFSEP Scientific board and the France Sclérose en Plaques medico-scientific committee. 
· The OFSEP coordination team will analyze the feasibility of the projects with regards to availability of requested OFSEP data.
· Participation in a project must be signed by all collaborators involved in the proposed research.

Each application is divided in 2 files: 
· An administrative file. Please, send this file in MS Word format. Information provided in this file (summaries in French for a lay audience) will be used by EDMUS Foundation and France Sclérose en Plaques Foundation for their own communication needs. 
· A project file. This file could be sent in PDF or MS Word format.
Applications have to be written in English. 
BEWARE:
A completed application should have these 2 files. 
Applications must be sent by e-mail to Mrs Sofia Smaoui at call@fondation-edmus.org
For the electronic version, we cannot accept more than 2 electronic files per grant application. The title of the email should contain the name of the candidate + "AO-FEDMUS 2026" (for example: ADAMS-AO-FEDMUS 2026)


For more information:
Contact Mrs. Sofia Smaoui at call@fondation-edmus.org

Results:  Summer 2026.


PROJECT NAME:


PROJECT TITLE:


	SPONSOR

	Institution/ Laboratory name                                                                               
	

	Contact Name
	

	Address
	



	E-mail
	

	Phone number
	



	PROJECT COORDINATOR/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

	Title                                                                                    
	Prof. |_|     Dr. |_|     Mr. |_|     Mrs. |_|  

	Last Name
	

	First Name
	

	Address
	



	E-mail
	

	Phone number
	



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
	Education, training

	Institution and location
	Degree
	Year
	Field of study

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Positions and Honors. List in chronological order, concluding with your present position. List any honors. Include present membership on any Federal Government public advisory committee.

Selected publications (in chronological order). List of publications related to multiple sclerosis research in the last 3 years, listing original papers and reviews, separately; Indicate with an * the works funded by ARSEP and attach reprints and papers in press.


Research Support. List selected ongoing or completed (during the last three years) research projects (federal and non-federal support). Begin with the projects that are most relevant to the research proposed in this application. Briefly indicate the overall goals of the projects and your role (e.g. PI, Co-Investigator, Consultant) in the research project. 




	PRESUMED DATE OF BEGINNING
	

	PRESUMED END DATE
	



KEY WORDS :

TYPE OF REQUESTED DATA (fill in Annex 1 for detailed list)
|_|  CLINICAL DATA			|_|  MERGED WITH MEDICO-ADMINISTRATIVE BASE DATA (SNDS)
|_|  MRI DATA (DICOM)
|_|  BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES

DOES THE PROJECT REQUIRE DATA FROM A NESTED COHORT?            |_|  YES		   |_|  NO
If yes: 		|_|  OFSEP HD cohort	   |_|  NOMADMUS 	|_|  RIS	

DOES THE PROJECT REQUIRE DATA FROM MULTIPLE CENTERS?        	   |_|  YES		   |_|  NO 


TOTAL BUDGET REQUESTED IN EUROS:

PROJECT SUMMARY (20 LINES)

CONTEXT

OBJECTIVES

METHODOLOGY

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

EXPECTED RESULTS



PROTOCOL (10 PAGES MAXIMUM) - COMPLETE EACH OF FOLLOWING SECTIONS

1. CONTEXT (1 PAGE MAXIMUM) AND PRELIMINARY RESULTS IF APPLICABLE 
2. OBJECTIVES (PRIMARY AND SECONDARY OBJECTIVES)


3. METHODS
3.1 STUDY DESIGN
	3.2 STUDY POPULATION
		3.2.1 INCLUSION CRITERIA
		3.2.2 EXCLUSION CRITERIA
		3.2.3 PERIOD/DURATION OF FOLLOW-UP
	3.3 MAIN EVALUATION CRITERIA
	3.4 SECONDARY EVALUATION CRITERIA
	3.5 STUDY IMPLEMENTATION
		3.5.1 CLINICAL PARAMETERS TO BE COLLECTED - fill in annex 1 in addition
		3.5.2 MRI PARAMETERS (DICOM) - fill in annex 1 in addition
		3.5.3 NUMBER AND CHARACTERISTICS OF REQUESTED BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES - fill in annex 1 in addition
		3.5.4 COLLECT OF MISSING DATA, MANAGEMENT OF LOST PATIENTS
	3.6 DATA NEEDED NOT INCLUDED IN THE MINIMUM SHEET




4. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS (10 LINES MINIMUM)
	4.1 STATISTICAL METHOD
	4.2 CALCULATION OF THE NUMBER OF REQUIRED SUBJECTS
	4.3 MANAGEMENT OF MISSING DATA


5. EXPECTED RESULTS (10 LINES MINIMUM)



TRANSMIT ALL USEFUL DOCUMENTS
FOR EXAMPLE: PROTOCOL, SAP, ENDORSEMENT LETTERS, PREVIOUS REVIEWING, ETC.

ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE IN ENGLISH
PLEASE PROVIDE AN EXPLANATORY INTRODUCTION IN ENGLISH IF A TRANSLATED VERSION OF A DOCUMENT
WRITTEN IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE CANNOT BE AVAILABLE

PARTICIPANTS TO THE PROGRAMME

IS THE PROJECT PERFORMED WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS?                 |_|  YES		      |_|    NO
[bookmark: _GoBack]
IF YES, PLEASE LIST IN ORDER, SCIENTISTS/CLINICIANS, ENGINEERS, TECHNICIANS, ETC. AND JOIN THEIR CV (IN ENGLISH).

	Name, first name, date of birth
	Title and degrees
	Institution
	Percent of research time on the project

	Principal Investigator
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	









PROJECT BUDGET

ELIGIBLE COSTS ARE SALARIES AND OPERATING COSTS:  LABORATORY EXPENSES, EQUIPMENT, ACCESS TO A TECHNOLOGY PLATFORM, ACQUISITION OF NEW DATA, SUBCONTRACTING... PLEASE DETAIL YOUR BUDGET IN THE TABLE BELOW. 
IN CASE OF REQUIRED BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES OR SNDS DATA ACCESS, PLEASE CONTACT OFSEP COORDINATION TEAM (CCN) AT CONTACT@OFSEP.ORG FOR BUDGET EVALUATION.
	
	NAME OF PARTNER 1
	NAME OF PARTNER 2
	NAME OF PARTNER 3

	PERSONNEL COSTS AND TIME ALLOCATED
	
	
	

	
EQUIPMENT

	
	
	

	
CONSUMABLES

	
	
	

	ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS
	
	
	

	ACQUISITION OF NEW DATA

	
	
	

	DATA MANAGEMENT

	
	
	

	
OTHER

	
	
	

	TOTAL AMOUNT PER PARTNER

	
	
	

	
TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED:



NB1: The data management, required before provision of the data, is free of charge only for the members of the OFSEP network. Data management related costs must be incorporated in the budget for the non-OFSEP member project leaders. Please contact OFSEP coordination team for more information and budget evaluation.

NB2: Statistical analyses and project management can be done by the OFSEP coordination team upon request. Related costs have to be incorporated in the budget.  Please contact OFSEP coordination team for more information and budget evaluation.



DO YOU NEED SUPPORT FROM THE OFSEP COORDINATION TEAM? NO |_|	YES |_|
IF YES FOR:
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS		|_|  
PROJECT MANAGEMENT		|_|  
……………………………..		|_|  
……………………………..		|_|  

ANNEX 1 – LIST OF CLINICAL VARIABLES, MRI AND BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES FROM THE OFSEP DATABASE 
Clinical data
	Tables
	Description
	Data from the minimal form
	Put« 1 » if data requested

	perso
	Basic personnel data (centre, sex, birth date, date of first exam in the service, Devic disease, stating date of disease, age at start of the disease, date of death)
	x
	

	perso
	Department and country of birth
	x
	

	perso
	Department and country of residence
	x
	

	socioeco
	Level of education and domestic situation
	x
	

	perso
	Number of children
	x
	

	sbshpchild
	Sex and birth date of children
	
	

	perso
	History of cancer
	x
	

	perso
	Family history of MS
	x
	

	sbshpchild
	Sex and birth date of sisters and brothers 
	
	

	episod
	Neurological episodes: basic data (date and type)
	x
	

	episod
	Semiology of neurological episodes
	x
	

	episod
	Relapse therapy (corticosteroid treatment…): yes/no
	x
	

	perso
	Irreversible disability
	x
	

	clinic
	Clinical assessments (date, disability score – EDSS/EGS)
	x
	

	csf
	Paraclinical assessments: CSF (IgG index, oligoclonal banding)
	x
	

	csf
	Paraclinical assessments: CSF (date, blood contamination, white cell count, cytology, chemistry)
	
	

	mri
	Paraclinical assessments: MRI (T1/Gado, T2/PD/FLAIR, number of lesions, comparison with previous MRI, MS diagnostic criteria)
	x
	

	mri
	Paraclinical assessments: MRI (Low signal T1)
	
	

	diag
	Diagnosis: basic data (Poser and McDonald 2010 criteria, disease form, date of MS onset, date of progression) 
	x
	

	diag
	Diagnostic: details of space and time dissemination criteria 
	x
	

	tdm
	Disease modifying treatments: basic data (DCI, onset date, stop date, reason for stopping)
Including therapeutic protocols
	x
	

	posology
	Disease modifying treatments: additional data (details of dates, dosage)
	x
	

	trtother
	Relapse therapy (DCI, dates, posology)
Including therapeutic protocols
	
	

	trtother
	Symptomatic treatments (DCI, dates, posology)
Including therapeutic protocols
	
	

	trtother
	Treatment of other diseases (DCI, dates, posology)
	
	

	patientdss
	Patient diseases (description, starting date, evolution)
	
	

	ae
	Serious adverse events (description, starting date, evolution)
Routinely collected since June 2016
	x
	

	ae
	Non serious adverse events (description, starting date, evolution)
	
	

	aedetails
	Adverse events (details of events)
	
	

	familydss
	Diseases of family members (description)
	
	

	exams
	Exams (blood count, infection, inflammation, etc.)
	
	

	cardiacm
	Cardiac monitoring
	
	

	Please list other requested variables for the project






MRI sequences
	Description
	Put « 1 » if sequence is requested

	Brain MRI

	3D unenhanced T1
	

	Axial DWI with ADC map
	

	Axial 2D TSE T2/PD or 3DT2
	

	3D FLAIR
	

	3D T1 with gadolinium injection
	

	DT1 ≥15 directions *
	

	2D gradient echo T2*
	

	Spinal MRI

	Sagittal T2
	

	Sagittal T1 with gadolinium injection
	

	Axial T2 gradient echo *
	

	Axial T1*
	

	Sagittal STIR *
	

	* Optional sequences: number depends on centres that may or may not acquire!
	

	If necessary, restrict the sequences to those acquired on machines with the following characteristics

	Manufacturer
	

	Model
	

	Magnetic field :
	□1,5T          □ 3T

	Antenna
	



Biological samples
	Description
	Quantity per sample (ml, number of cells, gr…)
	Quantity of samples

	Serum
	
	

	Plasma EDTA
	
	

	DNA
	
	

	Peripheral blood  mononuclear cells (PBMC)
	
	

	Urine
	
	

	Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF)
	
	

	Cells from Cerebrospinal fluid 
	
	

	Saliva
	
	

	Stools
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